
Reach!

Fall at the Barn 

	 Just like the blazing summer 
heat, the energy at the barn is on 
fire! We are on the heels of hosting 
PATH (Professional Association 
of Therapeutic Horsemanship) 
accreditation site visitors which went 
exceedingly well. We received a 
generous $10,000 grant from Brazos 
Higher Education. Staff furthered 
their education by attending 
conferences hosted by the Waco 
Foundation and PATH International. 
The summer was an busy time, 
filled with hard work and new 
developments.  

We have a very exciting semester 
unfolding. Shea Ruggles, our new 
Program Director, will primarily 
teach morning riders while Krystin 
Snodgrass will focus on afternoon 
rides. Horses for Heroes will 
continue to be led by Larry Barnett 
and Karen Fraser. All of our riding 
instructors are eager and busy lesson 
planning!

The fall session has begun. Currently, 
we have more than 40 riders each 
week and seven horses and ponies 
in our herd! Our newest addition to 
the herd, Gunner, has such a sweet 
disposition, and we cannot wait to 
introduce you to him.

We know autumn must not be far 
away now, because our riders are 
returning. We are happy to see 
bright and shining faces in those 
saddles again!

Kim Hernandez
Interim Executive Director
Operations Director
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The use of the riding facility is made possible through 
the generosity of Gary and Diane Heavin.
www.REACHtrc.org • Ride@REACHtrc.org 

www.Facebook.com/REACHtrc • 254-848-7888

R I D I N G  E Q U I N E S  T O  A C H I E V E  C O N F I D E N C E  A N D  H E A L T H

20 September 2013

Dear REACH Supporter:

There have been exciting changes at REACH over the summer. Larry Barnett, our founder and Executive Director, is stepping into the role of Director Emeritus. He will continue as instructor and director with our Horses for Heroes wounded warriors program. Kim Hernandez, Operations Director, has been designated Interim Executive Director. 
In August we were examined and evaluated for PATH Premier Accreditation, an achievement the center has been working towards for years. Premier accreditation affords REACH the prestige and qualifications to pursue new grants and funding avenues. We look forward to official word of our accreditation very soon.

In August we welcomed Shea Ruggles as the newest full-time member of the staff. Shea, former equine coordinator at REACH, will assume the Program Director position. 

Although the barn was closed for the summer, the staff and volunteers at REACH continued their hard work. Healthy, progressive transitions are a sign of a successful nonprofit and positive change keeps us dynamic, vibrant, and moving forward. 

Thank you for your confidence in REACH and your continued support.

Have a great fall!

Ronald J. Epps DVM
Chairman, Board of Directors
REACH Therapeutic Riding Center

Riding
Equines to
Achieve
Confidence &
Health

Mark Your Calendar 
Fall 2013 Session Dates

Sept. 10 – Dec. 7
Make-up Week

Dec. 10 – 14
No Classes

Nov. 24 – 30 (Thanksgiving)
Fall Horse Show
Sunday, Nov. 10

Rain Date: Sunday, Nov. 17

Cancellations:
Call 254-848-7888



Horses for Heroes 
receives Senate
Proclamation

	 On  a warm August evening, Horses for 
Heroes Coordinator, Karen Fraser, introduced 
and made a presentation about the REACH 
veteran’s program to the VFW Post 6008 in 
Hewitt and a very distinguished guest. Senator 
Brian Birdwell was in attendance and had a very 
special presentation of his own.
	 “Many thanks to all involved,” Sen. 
Birdwell expressed on his Facebook page. “And 
especially the folks at the REACH Therapeutic 
Riding Center. I was proud to present a Senate 
Proclamation celebrating these efforts to Marion 
Witt of the McLennan Co. VFW, Horses for 
Heroes Coordinator, Karen Fraser, and REACH 
Interim Executive Director, Kim Hernandez. We 
appreciate each of you!”
 

Senate Resolution No. 39.  
The Senate of the State of Texas 

is pleased to recognize the 
REACH Therapeutic Riding Center 
for its outstanding work in helping 

wounded veterans through the 
Horses for Heroes program; 

The Senate of the State of Texas, 
83rd Legislature, 2nd Called Session, 

hereby commended the staff and volunteers of 
the REACH Therapeutic Riding Center on their 

remarkable work with the Horses for Heroes 
program and extended to them 

best wishes for continued success.

HHorses
for

A PATH INTERNATIONAL HORSES FOR VETERANS PROGRAM

Honoring soldiers injured in service 
in partnership with the horse.

Heroes

R E A C H

Meet Gunner
	 Thank you to Vicki Beckner of 
Gatesville for providing Gunner, a 
12-year-old gray Quarter horse to the 
riders of REACH! Originally trained 
to be a roping horse, Gunner was put 
under an Engish saddle and learned 
to be a hunter.  Gunner is 16 hands 
high, which makes him just about the 
tallest horse in the barn.  He has a 
very sweet personality and is willing 
to try hard to understand what his 
rider wants him to do.  Gunner’s 
most interesting feature are his eyes—
one is blue and one is brown!

Although there is not really an application 
for the iReach Pony Club, our volunteers, 
contributors and staff are the real app! 
Membership in the club includes an 
I Support REACH window sticker for your 
car, a REACH Your Potential water bottle, 

the cool new iReach t-shirt for 2013, designed just for Pony Club 
members, and a ticket to the spring 2014 fund-raiser dinner.
	 Stop by the office or join online at www.REACHtrc.org. Volunteers, 
riders and their families can join for half-price!

Shea Ruggles takes the reins 
as Program Director
	 This summer Shea Ruggles returns 
to REACH as the Program Director, 
having previously worked as the Equine 
Coordinator. 
	 Shea has been riding horses most 
of her life, primarily English with some 
show experience in the hunter world. 
For the past twelve years, she has 
been giving riding lessons and training 
horses in the Waco area.  In 2006, Shea 
received a level three certification in 
both English and Western by CHA (Certified Horsemanship 
Association). This fall, Shea received her PATH registered 
instructor certification. 
	 Shea has three children, two of whom have volunteered at 
REACH. Her oldest son is in the Air Force.
	 Welcome back, Shea!

Download your 2013 
Pony Club membership!



HORSESHOE  HEROES
The real heroes of our center are listed below. 

In appreciation to each of you for your unique and generous contributions to the people and programs of REACH.

Gary & Diane Heavin
Larry & Marilyn Barnett
Brazos Higher Education
Fentress Foundation
Steve & Candace Harrison
The First National Bank
    of Central Texas

Academy for Speech & Language
Alliance Bank Central Texas
Lynn Allinson
American Bank
American Quarter Horse Foundation
Jim & Kathy Anderson
Adam Arthurs
Rachel Ashcraft
Kristine & Anthony Backes
Wes & Rebecca Bailey

Baylor Pre-Vet Society
Donald Becker
Bent Bucket Ministries
     Cowgirl Get Together
Bird-Kultgen Ford
Tina Boatwright
Sidney Bolfing
John Booth
Curtis & Carrie Breuer
Stanton & Susan Bussell

Cahill Quarter Horses
Joe & Christine Calao
Nancy Callan
Angela Cano - “Presley”
Central Texas Horseshoe 
    Pitching Assoc.
Central National Bank
Kelsey Cervenka
Bill & Jackie Chalmers
Mary Clifton Chase
Kathi Childers
Christian Mission Concerns
Classic Equine
Lauri Cole
Mike & Pat Combs
Community Bank & Trust
Congress Clothing
Jeff Conners
     Conners Crushed Stone & Material
Mikel Cooney
Cooper Foundation
Gerald Cox, DDS
     Pediatric Dentistry 
Randy & Rhonda Crawford
Amanda Crunk
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Curtis
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Cutbirth
Billy & Patty Davis
Kyle & Diane Deaver
Chuck Doherty
Dry Clean Super Center
Mike Duncan
Ron & Barbara Epps
Extraco Banks
Susie Farley
Heather Field 
Firmin Business Forms
Jim & Sue Fleshman
Lisa Ford
Justin & Kimberly Fulp
Juan Garcia
Ted & Sue Getterman
Zandy & Carol Goode
Donna Grant
Hilary & Christopher Grant
Nancy McNamara Groover
Pamela Guidry - “Annie”
Randy & Virginia Hagens

H•E•B
Allison Harrison
Vivian Harvey
Nell & James Hawkins
Lily Hays
Heart of Texas Electric Co-op
    Operation Round-Up

Henry Saddlery
Kim Hernandez
Hillcrest Baptist Medical Center
Barbara & Fred Hills
Rick Hines
Hole in the Roof
Hope Therapy
Andy Horn Builder & Developer 
HOT Fair & Rodeo
Joseph Hudson
Monte Hulse
Rudy Herzog
Independent Bank
Rupert Issacson
Dr. & Mrs. Kerry Irons
Jan Jackson
Jaynes, Reitmeyer, Boyd & Therrell
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Johnson
Linda Jordan
Joy of Hope Foundation
Anita Karney
Christopher Kavanaugh
Valerie Kendrick
Tracy Kelly, DVM
    Ramsgate Veterinary Clinic
Rosalie & Terrence Kettler
Beth Key - “Fire”
Jill King
Sherri Kneller
Joan Knouse
Sloan Kuehl
Nancy Lacy
Jim & Karen Lane



HORSESHOE  HEROES
The real heroes of our center are listed below. 

In appreciation to each of you for your unique and generous contribution to the people and programs of REACH.

April Langston
Julie Latino
Dr. Ed Lee - “Blys”
Jay & Patricia Levine
Krystal Lund
Mark Mackey
ManeGait Therapeutic 
    Riding Center
Melissa Marsh
Jennifer Matthews - “Cody”
Virgil & Mareille McCaleb
John McClaren Chevrolet
Annie McCollum
Mike & Lu McDonald
Carolyn McEachern
Diane McEachern
    Data Systems of Texas
Kari McKown

Merry Maids
Fred Menotti
Larry & Penny Moore
Larry & Donna Morden
Steve Myatt
Paul & Jane Meyer Family 
    Foundation
Shelby Nicoletti
Kay & Lyndon Olson, Jr.
Daniel & Tomasina O’Neil

Liam & Robin O’Neil
Kenneth Orr
Ozark Leather Company
Christine Nichol
Edwin Page
William Pakis
Jaunda Payne
Patricia Peacock
Shawn & Misty Petree -  
    “Aggie”
Pioneer Steel & Pipe, Inc.
Providence Healthcare 
    Network
Bernard & Audre Rapoport 
    Foundation 
Debbra Judy Roach
 Robert Reiddy
Mark Rhodes
Karen & Billy Richardson
Judy Roach
Clifton & Betsy Robinson
Terry & Boyce Rocket
Paul Ruiz
Tom & Martha Salome
Sam’s Club
Allen Samuels 
    Dodge-Chrysler-Jeep-Ram
Lauren & Josh Satterfield
Dr. Dianne Sawyer
Roger Schmidt
Mark Schneider
Betsy Simpson
Don Sharp
Barry & Tammy Shefa
Kevin Six
Chad Smith
Kay Smith
Rod & Shannon Smith
Betsy Snipon
Krystin Snodgrass
South Land Title, LLC
John Spelman Co.
Spooner Family

Dee Springer
Sonja Stamness - “Simon”
Rebecca & Phillip Stewart
Charles & Carolyn Suderman
Kendra Suhling - “Chex”
Susan & Gordon Swanson

Ted Teague
Julie & Philip Templet
Marcel Templet
Texas First State Bank
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Joyce Verona - “Lady”
Vietnam Veterans of America
    Chapter 1012
Patti Vincent
Dolores & Larry Volcik
Kristin & Ryan Volcik
Glenn & Jo vonRosenberg
Waco Foundation
Waco Mayor’s Committee 
    for People with Disabilities
Waco VFW Post 2148
Elizabeth & Michael Walley
Rebecca & Keith Warren
Christi & Chuck Weddington
Wells Fargo Bank
Which Wich? Superior Sandwiches
Ann Whitley
Kathy Williams
Mary Ann & Stephen Zakrzewski

REACH Therapeutic  Riding Center Mission
Improving the health, increasing the confidence, and promoting the independence of persons

with special needs through the use of horses.


