[image: image1.emf]


Riding
Equines to
Achieve
Confidence &
Health











FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

15 August 2013
For more information, contact Barbara Epps

254-848-7888; Marketing@REACHtrc.org
REACH THERAPEUTIC RIDING CENTER

RECEIVES PREMIERE CENTER ACCREDITATION
McGregor, Texas—For more than five years, REACH Therapeutic Riding Center has been providing horseback riding and activities for disabled children, adults and veterans on a local ranch outside of Waco. This week, REACH was recognized as a Premiere Accredited Center by the Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International (PATH Intl.). 
“Since our inception in 2007, our main focus has always been safety,” says Executive Director Larry Barnett. “The national standards put forth by PATH Intl. are stringent and I am proud of our staff and volunteers for creating a center that not only follows those standards, but exceeds them.” 

Premiere accreditation with PATH Intl. exhibits the high standards REACH holds for itself. It provides recognition among the therapeutic riding industry, as well as the community.

“Since I started a year ago, I have been impressed with the quality programs and administration of this organization,” says Kim Hernandez, Operations Director. “Premiere accreditation is something this center has been working toward for years.”

REACH (Riding Equines to Achieve Confidence & Health) Therapeutic Riding Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation that provides horseback riding to more than 50 disabled individuals each week.

“Riding a horse provides physical, emotional, social, educational and behavioral benefits to people with a variety of disabilities,” explains Hernandez. “The walking movement of the horse is very similar to the walking gait of a human, providing muscular and mental stimulation to someone who may have difficulty processing normal stimuli.”
PATH Intl. was founded in 1969 as the North American Riding for the Handicapped Association (NARHA) to promote safe and effective therapeutic horseback riding throughout the United States and Canada. Today, PATH Intl. has more than 850 member centers and nearly 7,600 individual members in countries all over the world, who help and support more than 54,000 men, women and children with special needs each year through a variety of equine-assisted activities and therapies programs. Find more information at www.pathintl.org.
For more information about REACH Therapeutic Riding Center, please call 254-848-7888, email Ride@REACHtrc.org, or visit www.REACHtrc.org.
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