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REACH THERAPEUTIC RIDING CENTER

RECEIVES GRANT FROM VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION

CHAPTER 1012 
Waco, Texas—Larry Barnett, Executive Director of REACH Therapeutic Riding Center, is pleased to accept a donation of $900.00 from the Vietnam Veterans Association, Heart of Texas Chapter 1012, to fund and aid wounded warriors in the Horses for Heroes program.

“The goal of the Vietnam Veterans Association,” says Henry Kasper, president of Chapter 1012 of the Vietnam Veterans Association, a Vietnam veteran, “Is to promote and support the full range of issues important to Vietnam veterans, to create a new identity for this generation of veterans, and to change public perception of Vietnam veterans.” 

Horses for Heroes is a national program that honors soldiers injured in service in partnership with the horse. Started in the fall of 2011 at REACH Therapeutic Riding Center in McGregor, Horses for Heroes is a growing program striving to reach and serve the wounded military and veterans of Central Texas. This service is underwritten by donors, such as the VVA Chapter 1012, and provided free of charge to all veterans.
 

Chapter 1012 of the VVA was started in 2007 and meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the VFW Post 6008 in Hewitt. Meetings give veterans a chance to share past experiences with fellow Vietnam veterans as well as raise funds to provide services to the homeless veterans and their families. Raffles are held in May & November, with drawings at the Waco Vietnam Veterans Memorial. This year’s prizes included a dual barbecue & butane grill, high-pressure hose, generator and military Build-a-Bears® for area children.

REACH (Riding Equines to Achieve Confidence & Health) Therapeutic Riding Center, located in McGregor, is a non-profit corporation that provides therapeutic riding and hippotherapy. Therapeutic riding is the use of the horse and equine-oriented activities to achieve a variety of therapeutic goals, including cognitive, physical, emotional, social, educational and behavioral improvements. Hippotherapy is a treatment strategy used by skilled, certified and licensed therapists that utilizes equine movement as part of an integrated intervention program to achieve positive functional outcomes.
For more information or to join the Heart of Texas Vietnam Veterans Association, visit http://vietnamvetswaco.org. For more information about REACH Therapeutic Riding Center, the Horses for Heroes program, or to volunteer your time, please visit www.REACHtrc.org.

-30-

Photo caption:

Henry Kasper, President, and Marion Witt, Secretary, of the Heart of Texas Vietnam Veterans Association, Chapter 1012, present a $900.00 donation to Larry Barnett, Executive Director of REACH Therapeutic Riding Center. Joining them are Chex and Ronald Epps, Chairman of the REACH Board.
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